
AGENDA ITEM IV A

LETTER OF INTENT

Louisiana Tech University

Doctor of Audiology

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

At its meeting of April 27, 2000, the Board of Regents took the following action:

Approval is granted for the Letter of Intent for the projected Ph.D. program in
Applied Language and Speech Science at the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette (CIP Code 51.0201), with the stipulation that any proposal
forthcoming as a result of this Letter of Intent be assessed as part of a
comprehensive statewide review of proposed and existing doctoral programs in
Speech Communications and Disorders.

This action was taken for two reasons: first, it was unclear whether ULL’s projected program would
unnecessarily duplicate the existing Ph.D. program in Communication Disorders at Louisiana State
University; and second, it was expected that Louisiana Tech University would shortly be forthcoming
with a Letter of Intent for a Doctor of Audiology program which also might duplicate LSU’s doctoral
program.

STAFF ANALYSIS

Appropriateness with Institutional Role, Scope, and Mission

It would appear that this projected program is appropriate to the role, scope, and mission of the  
Louisiana Tech University as stated in the 1994 Master Plan for Higher Education.

Potential for Unnecessary Program Duplication

See Background Information above.

The University notes that the projected program would be an applied, practitioner degree with
a highly defined focal area, unlike LSU’s Ph.D. program which is research-oriented and covers
a wide variety of subdisciplines.  Hence, the University does not believe the projected program
to be duplicative.  However, the staff observes that, depending on their area of specialization,
graduates of LSU’s program would be eligible to apply for and serve in the same positions as
graduates of Louisiana Tech’s projected program. 



Prospects for Funding Through Non-State Resources

The University estimates that the projected program can be afforded through a reorganization
of existing courses and concomitant reductions in other expenditures.  The University notes that
many required courses exist already to support the existing M.A. program in Audiology. 
Further, Louisiana Tech projects the use of increased revenues in expanded clinical operations,
through more external grants, and the reallocation of existing university funds to afford
program.  It is the University’s position, therefore, all anticipated resources can be provided
without any additional cost to the State.

The University also notes that there currently exists a severe shortage of certified/licensed
audiologists both in Louisiana and nationwide.  This shortage is likely to be exacerbated by
new certification requirements recently approved by the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association which requires a doctoral-level degree for entry-level professional practice in
Audiology beginning in 2012.  The University, therefore, concludes that the projected program
is essential to maintain the State’s medical and financial well-being.

Consistency with Desegregation Settlement Agreement

The desegregation Settlement Agreement does not provide for the establishment of this or any
similar degree program at predominantly black institutions of higher education in Louisiana.

STAFF SUMMARY

Given the similarities of issues involved with this proposed Letter of Intent and those identified
for the previously considered Letter of Intent for the project Ph.D. program in Applied
Language and Speech Sciences at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette, the staff recommends
that the same action be taken for this proposal as was taken for ULL’s proposal in April, 2000. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends approval of the Letter of Intent for the projected Doctor of Audiology 
program at Louisiana Tech University (CIP Code 51.0202), with the stipulation that any
proposal forthcoming as a result of this Letter of Intent be assessed as part of a
comprehensive statewide review of proposed and existing doctoral programs in Speech
Communications and Disorders.


